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Abstract

The research is concerned with a comparative analytical study of new
Sabaean inscriptions of a royal commemorative nature written in the name of the
Sabaean king Luhay‘tt Yarkhum and his followers in Musnad script on stone
obelisks dedicated to Ilmugah Thahwan in his temple called Awam/Maharram
Bilgis in Marib, the source of the inscriptions (Na-Mahram Bilqis 5-10). It was
read in classical letters, then its meaning was transferred to classical Arabic. The
study also included an interpretation and analysis of those writings and an
extrapolation of the historical context in which they appeared. The importance
of these inscriptions lies in the fact that they are new, and that they are dated to
the reign of the Sabaean king of Luhay'tt Yarkhum king of Sheba and Dhi
Raydan, at the beginning of the third century AD. In addition to mentioning
new proper names, both male and female, agricultural places, and military,
religious, and linguistic words and formulas that appear for the first time in
Musnad inscriptions. It is a new and important addition to the ancient Yemeni
language and the political, economic, social and religious history of ancient

Yemen in general and the Kingdom of Sheba in particular.

Keywords: inscriptions, Maharam Bilqis, King Luhay ‘tt Yarkhum, Sheba
and Dhi Raydan
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CIAS  Corpus des Inscriptions et Antiquités Sud-Arabas.

CIH  Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum
Ir Inscription published by M. al-Iryai.
Ja Inscription published by A. Jamme.

MAFRAY Mission Archeologique Francaise en R.A du Yémen.
MB Inscriptions from Mahram Bilgs.

MS Inscription published by M. Al-Salami.

Na Inscription published by A.al-Nashiri.

RES  Repertoire d'epigraphie Semitique.
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